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Abstract  
In this talk, we will take a journey back in time to the late nineteenth century, to have a glimpse of the emergence of 
modern Chemistry and Physics--indeed of the whole gamut of modern science--in the colonial India. Though one often 
axiomatically presumes that the countries in the North, colonizing those in the South, acted--unwittingly perhaps--as the 
harbinger of modern sciences there for their own benefit, India stands out as the only outstanding exception in that it 
learnt and assimilated modern science as a part of their freedom movement to come out of the yoke of the British rule. 
The pioneers of championing science started developing institutions of teaching and conducting research in all the main 
branches of modern science solely on the strength of generous donation of funds by the prominent nationalist leaders of 
India. Modern science thus flourished in colonial India as an enlightening, liberating and enabling cultural component of 
its national movement. Unlike the intelligentsia of the British rulers participating in the scientific activities of India to 
foster the colonial causes, notable exceptions have been the German scholars--who were not always scientists 
themselves, and also the Jesuit preachers, who provided a very productive and an intellectually stimulating platform. 
From there, the early Indian practitioners took science to great heights. We will highlight the many-faceted contributions 
of the German scholars in several decades, starting from the late nineteenth century, down almost to the early post-
independent India. It will be emphasized that the German scholars contributed to the growth of Indian science not only by 
directly providing technical knowledge and research instruments but also inspired the Indian scholars in a way that 
rekindled their awareness of the great Indian heritage of science in the older days which they chose to forget and ignore. 
We will also take a brief look at the continuing influence of the German connection in the post-independent India, up to 
the very recent times. 
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